
EXTENDED UNTIL 
MARCH 19TH

GUARANTEED 8 MORE SHOWS IN THE THEATRE AT SOLAIRE, SO 
DON’T MISS IT BEFORE THEY DEFY GRAVITY FOR THE LAST TIME!

March 2017

Leave a copy in the premise so that others can read this too. You can 
have your own free e-copy by downloading our app in Android and iOs

EXCITING CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS INSIDE!

INTERVIEW WITH 
PHILSTAGE PRESIDENT 

A. GEMORA

MANILA FAME 2017

PHILFRANCE: 
FEEL FRENCHPAELLA GIGANTE

BOOM IN REAL ESTATE AND 
HOSPITALITY!

70 YEARS OF FRANCO-
PHILIPPINE FRIENDSHIPDELICIOUS 10-FOOT DIAMETER PAELLA PAN





march 2017 Issue manilascope.com 3

TEXT

To use Manilascope as an Event 
Organizer (EO), simply first 
register as Event Organizer in 
https://manilascope.com/
auth/register. You need to be a 
legitimate EO to register.

Fill in all information on the 
registration page. An email will be 
sent to your inbox to activate your 
account.

Once your account is confirmed 
active, you can start creating 
an event using the EVENT 
MANAGEMENT dashboard. 
Users/clients can also contact you 
regarding your event.

You can add, edit, delete any event 
you may have or save in draft 
your upcoming events. Fill in all 
information requested (you need 
to have your event description and 
pictures ready) before you submit 
for approval.

You can choose to add a ticketing 
attached to your event with some 
of the ticketing partners such as 
ticketword.com.ph, or ticketbooth.
ph etc.. in order to link your event 
listing to buying of tickets.

Your can automatically share your 
event from Manilascope to your 
social network like Facebook, 
without having to retype the 
whole event. 

Manilascope typically 
processes your event for 
posting within 24 hours.

If approved, your posting 
will be live on the website 
https://manilascope.com 
and on the mobile app 
Manilascope (iOs/Android 
- red app) at the same time, 
free of charge. 

Sometimes, your event maybe 
also listed on the Manilascope 
magazines on the monthly 
calendar section.

Last, not least, you can also 
opt for a premium listing 
and advertising in order to 
increase your exposure across 
all platforms such as podcast, 
our web TV coverage, full 
page advertising on top on 
web and app. Just contact us !

HOW TO USE MANILASCOPE AS AN 
EVENT ORGANIZER (EO)

1 2 3

4

567

8 9 10

Manilascope is a multi-platform portal for events and happenings for Manila, and as such, invites all Event 
Organizers (big and small) to post their event according to the category they belong to. Users  will  then easily 
find their preferred events according to their choices and preferences.

In any case, we, at Manilascope are here to help you increase the awareness of your event for all.

ST
AR

T
END
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Let me start by saying 2017 has been a great year for us here in Manilascope. We have been working 
hard on launching Manilascope Podcast for quite some time and I am thrilled to share with you that it has 
finally come into fruition. Making this into actual magazine in print is just one accomplishment we have 
lined up this month.

Right now, I’d like to introduce Manilascope to you.

Manilascope is a multiplatform portal for all events and happenings aimed at covering everything that is 
happening, and more importantly those which will happen in and around Metro Manila.

Why Manilascope? There’s already a whole bunch of information out there, but why do we still feel we 
want to add more to a world with overwhelming information? The answer? So many event portals out 
there but unorganized and dispersed all over the place.

So, we’ve decided to pool all these information into one platform : MANILASCOPE...We not only cover 
events,  but we invite event organizers/promoters to also post their own events so that you get all of 
these under one roof. 

Most of all, we follow YOU : and you are not a single dimension, we get it ! We need to “talk to you” 
whether on computer, on mobile as you are on the go, inside the coffee shops, at home, and in your car. 
Therefore we deploy different platforms to reach you : on web, apps, print, tv, radio, and podcast.

Since this is our very first issue, we thought the best is to talk more about how to completely take 
advantage of our project, please refer to How To Use Manilascope page.

On the scene of events, Europe is at the forefront of the event. First the European community via ECCP 
and other joint chambers are celebrating a food festival for each of its member country, so watch out for 
it (who says Europe is breaking?) And one member in particular, via the French Embassy, is celebrating 
the 70th year FRANCE-PHIL diplomatic ties. On the concert, COLDPLAY is sold out but playing on April.  
WICKED has come back (who wouldn’t want that ?)

We have come up with this issue to be handy, informational, and we want you to use it and abuse it, this 
is free after all. However, we invite you to leave the printed copy of our magazine on premises wherever 
you find them, and simply download the soft copy with your app (Android, iOs) under “Manilascope 
e-Magazine”. It is exactly the same issue..just in digital form. 

PS: Psssst ! We have more in store for you, and you will discover them as we will enroll this fantastic 
venture of bringing the events information to you ! 

Stay tuned. 

In the meantime, enjoy this free first issue.

Janette C. Varon
Editor / content@manilascope.com



Join us on our 5th year celebrating 
this unique event

MARCH 11 2017 (SAT) ~ 5PM ~ GREENBELT 3 PARK, MAKATI CITY



If paella lovers were to celebrate paella day, Sociedad Española de Beneficencia’s 
“Paella Gigante Festival” would be THE day.

On its fifth year running, the Paella Gigante festival is organized yearly by SEB in 
partnership with LTB Philippines Chefs Association and Ayala Malls. A 10-foot diameter 
paella pan (courtesy of Instituto Cervantes) is cooked over firewood and coal, holding 
giant amounts of ingredients : 100 kilos of rice, plus a total of 265 kilos combined 
of chicken, chorizo, seafood and vegetables plus approximately 200 liters of broth. 
Now if that doesn´t get food lovers all het up, nothing will. Then you have Manila’s top 
chefs who brave the heat and put their hearts into the event – Chef Mikel Arriet (Team 
Captain), Fernando Aracama, J Gamboa, Juan Carlos de Terry, Gilbert Pangilinan, James 
Antolin, Jerome Valencia, Sito Senn. To this you add some good music, flamenco and 
offerings of sangria and gin tonics. What a feast for the senses!

But let´s get to the essence behind this grand feast. Sociedad Española de Beneficencia 
(SEB) was created in 1948 initially to help Spanish citizens in the Philippines after the 
war. Over the years, and in response to the growing need, it has expanded its reach to 
include Filipino elderly, providing among others, shelter and healthcare solutions as 
well as outreach programs to communities. 

Today they continue to reach out to this vulnerable sector of society with the aim of 
lessening their burden, even for just a bit. The funds generated from the Paella Gigante 
Festival this year will go precisely to these endeavours for the elderly. The concept of 
giving is simple and precise: A little goes a long way. 

Mark your calendars!  
Saturday, March 11, 2017 at the Greenbelt 3 Gardens. Chefs will start the fire at 5pm

For more information:
Lally Hidalgo-San Jose, Executive Director of SEB
T: 843-0742
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Published by Enlightened Entertainment
under the license of Wittygekko Inc.
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increase readership, please leave the printed copies on 
premises and the same e-magazine is also available 
on tablet app under “manilascope e-magazine”

If you want your events featured in our magazine, please send 
an email to content@manilascope.com

You may also check our website https://manilascope.com for 
our magazine specifications and media kit.

Connect with Us
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Wanderland 
2017 Music & 
Arts Festival
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Festival 2.0 Pulp Summer 

Slam 17

Malasimbo Music & 
Arts Festival 2017

The 8th Philippine 
International 
Pyromusical 
Competition

Manila Improv 
Festival 2017 

Manila International 
Auto Show 2017
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8 29
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Madrid Fusion 
Manila 2017
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events/happenings
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Interview with Audie Gemora 
of  Philstage 

Lately, it seems that there is an upswing 
in theater productions in Manila, both big 
commercial Broadway shows and even the 

smaller musicals, plays and college shows. I’ve also 
seen more people going to the theaters in Manila 
and, those shows, are frequently being sold out. Is 
the theater becoming a new alternative to going to 
the movies or a sports event??? 

I got a chance to sit down with Audie Gemora, the 
President of PhilStage, at the Solaire Theater and 
found out a little about PhilStage and what has 
been happening in Manila theater scene. Formed 
in 1997, Philstage is an association that has brought 
together groups in the industry to help promote, 
encourage and support theater and ballet in Manila.  
One of their goals in supporting the groups in this 
association is to reach out to as many people as 
possible, enticing them to come to the theater and 
be a part of   “Manila Culture”. 

He explains that with all the new modern plays that 
are coming to the city, they are seeing more of an 
interest from the younger “millennials” theatergoers 
that had never really gone to the theater before. 
He goes on to explain that many of the shows and 
musicals from 2016 and those that are coming up 
in 2017 are based around Filipino story lines and 
classical well-known productions that have been 
adapted to the Filipino stage. This makes it very 
interesting to the average person in Manila who may 

be new to the theater, especially with plays being 
done in the native language. 

One Mr. Gemora’s biggest upcoming events 2017 
is the “Gawad Buhay Awards”, which is an awards 
show very similar to the very famous Tony awards 
in the U.S., but  based around Filipino productions.  
Just like in the Tony awards, the Gawad Buhay 
will be a one big night jammed pack event with 
performances and stars from top nominated Manila 
Theater and Ballet productions. This major theater 
event, of course, will culminate to the presentation 
of awards of the best shows, performers, talent of 
the 2016 season. 

“One Mr. Gemora’s biggest upcoming 
events 2017 is the “Gawad Buhay 
Awards”, which is an awards show 
very similar to the very famous Tony 
awards in the U.S.”

By Eric LeCain, Contributor, Manilascope.com

march 2017 Issue manilascope.com 15

INTERVIEWS





manilascope.com march 2017 Issue17

Air Supply

Coldplay Live 
in Manila 2017

Newport Performing Arts 
Theater, Resorts World Manila

SM Mall of Asia Concert Grounds, 
Pasay City

Smart Araneta Coliseum, Quezon City

SM Mall of Asia Arena, Pasay City

Smart Araneta Coliseum, Quezon City

Skydome, SM City North Edsa

Kia Theater, Cubao, Quezon City

 Kia Theatre, Quezon City

Newport Performing Arts Theater 
Resorts World Manila

Newport Performing Arts Theater 
Resorts World Manila

SM Mall of Asia Arena, Pasay City

The Theatre at Solaire, Solaire Resort & Casino Newport Performing Arts Theater, Resorts World Manila

SM Mall of Asia Arena, Pasay City

The Theatre at Solaire, Solaire Resort 
& Casino

Debby Boone Sings 
Karen Carpenter

Fifth Harmony 
The 7/27 Tour

Charice X End of a 
Chapter Rock Concert

China Crisis & Peter Coyle 
from the Lotus Eaters

Al Mckay’s Earth Wind 
and Fire Experience 

Kenny G

Shawn Mendes 
Live in Manila

Erik Santos Sings The 
Greatest OPM Classics

Bethel Music 
Live in Manila

Gerald Santos  Something 
New In My Life Concert

Birit Queens

Basil Valdez with Ms. Sharon Cuneta Kings and Queens of OPM
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5
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31
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EVENTS

65th Manila FAME to Conquer 
Booming Hospitality and Real 
Estate Industries

The most anticipated design and lifestyle event in 
the Philippines returns this April 21-23, 2017, at 
the World Trade Center Metro Manila (WTCMM) 

with a compelling showcase of the country’s robust 
brands, innovative crafts, diverse materials, dynamic 
design pool, and top quality home exterior, interior, 
and lifestyle products and services, that caters to the 
rapidly expanding hospitality, 
real estate, travel, and tourism 
global markets. 

Organized bi-annually by the 
Center for International Trade 
Expositions and Missions of 
the Philippine Department 
of Trade and Industry (DTI-
CITEM), Manila FAME upholds 
its premier status as a sourcing 
destination for export-
quality Philippine design and 
craftsmanship.

“There’s going to be a lot of 
exciting additions in Manila 
FAME this year.  In keeping 
with the reputed dynamism 
of the show and its rapidly 
evolving global markets, 
CITEM rallies together the 
country’s finest talents to 
put up spectacular shows for 
April and October,” CITEM 
Deputy Executive Director Ma. 
Lourdes Mediran said. “With 
the participation of the Philippines’ best artisans, 
manufacturers, designers, and creative groups from 
all over the country and the collaboration of private 
and government entities, I am confident that the 
Philippines will be more than ready to demonstrate its 
capability as a must-visit sourcing hub.”
For its April 2017 edition, Manila FAME sets its eye on 

the lucrative design services, and architectural and 
interior contract projects for real estate and hospitality 
developments in key regions in the Middle East, Asia, 
and the Philippines.

With this particular focus, CITEM partners with 
the Design Center of the Philippines (DCP) for the 

show’s special settings, 
exhibiting items of scale 
and decorative pieces for 
architectural and building 
contract markets. Meanwhile, 
small concept products 
shall also be developed for 
millennial homes, theme parks, 
museums, tourism and travel 
sectors, and contemporary and 
high-design merchandise for 
specialized consumers.

Product Specialist for the 
Lucent Objects setting Stanley 
Ruiz will develop a collection 
of Holiday-themed lamps and 
lighting that will set it apart 
from the usual seasonal items 
this April. The second phase 
of Manila FAME’s Materia: 
Bamboo and Materia: Coconut 
special exhibits will showcase 
the works of veteran Philippine 
furniture designers Dem 
Bitantes, Rey Soliven, and 
Stephen Buñi; and Japanese 

designer Wataru Sakuma. This time, the creative 
roster will introduce new material innovations of the 
ubiquitous bamboo and coconut.

Materia, which means ‘material’ in Latin, is a Manila 
FAME showcase series of specific indigenous 
materials in the Philippines, exploring its innovative 

Manila FAME April 2017 focuses its creative direction 
on catering to Projects, featuring products for the 
international home décor, interior design, and lifestyle 
contract markets.
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EVENTS

applications for global market production.

Another highlight this April is the special showcase 
of the GREAT Women 2 Project of the Philippine 
Commission on Women (PCW) in partnership with 
the DTI Project Management Team, funded by 
the Canadian International Development Agency. 
International lifestyle designer PJ Arañador, Red Box 
Junior Designer Rachelle Dagñalan, and DCP Senior 
Designer Mon Pabillon will serve as the product 
specialists for this project.

“Manila FAME strengthens the Philippines’ 
international reputation as a reliable source of export-
quality products, materials, and services. As the lead 
organizer, CITEM endeavors to make every edition 
of Manila FAME a notch higher than the last one,” 
Mediran said. “This April, we hope to give our buyers 

and other stakeholders a powerful ambiance – one 
that packs a surprise in every corner of the halls,” 
Mediran added.

Manila FAME is a bi-annual showcase of 
craftsmanship in Philippine products. It features finely 
selected furniture and home furnishings, holiday 
gifts and accessories, designed and crafted in the 
Philippines for the global market. 

Organized by the Philippines’ Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI), through the Center for International 
Trade Expositions and Missions (CITEM), Manila FAME 
is the only trade event in the Philippines approved by 
the Union des Foires Internationals (UFI), or the Global 
Association of the Exhibition Industry, a Paris-based 
association of trade fair organizers founded 90 years 
ago in Milan, Italy, on April 1925.

The Materia: Coconut setting last Manila FAME October 
2016 housed hexagonal products developed under the 

collaboration of Mañosa & Co. and Philippine-based 
Japanese Designer Wataru Sakuma. The hexagon 

alludes to the shape of the coconut when its husks are 
removed, and to lumber when the outer layers are cut. 

Matrix Collection by Venzon Lighting Manufacturing, designed by 
Jonathan Esteban. Under Budji Layug’s design direction, Design 
Center Product Specialists Dem Bitantes, Stephen Buñi, Jonathan 
Esteban, and Rey Soliven challenged the perception of bamboo as 
a traditional, ethnic, and rural material with a contemporary product 
showcase.

The Lucent Objects setting featured lamps and lighting pieces that 
resulted from Product Specialist Stanley Ruiz’ experimentation with 
indigenous Philippine materials like corn husk, peanut shell, palm 
husk, pandan leaves, anabo fiber. The setting won as Manila FAME’s 
Netizen’s Choice last October 2016 edition.
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Fun Home

A Game Of Troll

The Nether

Turandot (Giacomo Puccini) 

The Princess and The 
GentlemenCarlos P. Romulo Auditorium, RCBC 

Plaza, Makati City

PETA Theater, Quezon City

The Power Mac Center Spotlight 
Theater Circuit, Makati City

Greenbelt 3 Cinema 3, Makati City

Music Museum, Greenhills Shopping 
Center, San Juan City

Black Box Theater, De La-Salle College 
of Saint Benilde Ateneo De Manila University, 

Quezon City
Onstage Theatre, Greenbelt Mall, 
Makati City 

Makbet Kung Paano Ako Naging 
Leading Lady

In The Next Room or the 
Vibrator Play

10-19 mar10--apr19

mar23-apr19 mar23-apr8 mar24-apr23

1-2 4

18

MARCH 2017

APRIL 2017

theater/shows/plays
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EXHIBITS

The Department of Trade and Industry’s Center 
for International Trade Expositions & Missions 
(DTI-CITEM) supports the country’s campaign 

to drive up trade opportunities and inclusive growth 
in the ASEAN region through the International Food 
Exhibition (IFEX) Philippines—the biggest and most 
respected sourcing platform for Asian heritage food 
and ingredients.

DTI-CITEM cooks up a one-of-a-kind culinary 
expedition, featuring the historical, geographical and 
cultural influences behind some of Southeast Asia’s 
distinct cuisines in the 11th edition of IFEX Philippines 
on May 19-21 2017 at the World Trade Center Metro 
Manila (WTCMM) and at the Philippine Trade Training 
Center (PTTC). With the theme “Taste ASEAN,” IFEX 
Philippines will showcase the region’s unique tropical 
fruits, vegetables, fresh and processed seafood, 
sauces and condiments, and other food products that 

contribution to a vibrant food scene in global market.

 “As partners for change in engaging the world, DTI-
CITEM envisions the upcoming IFEX Philippines 2017 
as a cuisine compass for international food industry 
players and market buyers that want to source 
premium food and ingredients in the Southeast Asian 
region, particularly in the Philippines,” said Rosvi 
Gaetos, CITEM Executive Director.

Last January 15, President Rodrigo Duterte officially 
launched the Philippines’ chairmanship for the 
upcoming 30th Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) summit on April 30 with the theme 
“Partnering for Change, Engaging the World.” The 
summit will converge the heads of state and sectoral 
leaders from all over Southeast Asia in the Philippines 
to attend a series of events on trade and policy with the 
aim of forging relationships between the 10 member-

IFEX 2017 fortifies regional 
synergy as PH leads 30th 
ASEAN summit
DTI-CITEM streamlines ASEAN aspirations in Asia’s 
premier ethnic food and ingredients show
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countries of the ASEAN.

Towards that goal, CITEM has tapped the embassies 
and leading companies from ASEAN countries, 
including Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand 
and Viet Nam, in relation to their participation in IFEX 
Philippines under its “International Hall.”

Aside from the ASEAN member states, stakeholders, 
partners and potential exhibitors from China, South 
Korea, Taiwan, and Turkey also confirmed their 
participation in the said hall.

At the launch of the ASEAN 2017 Business and 
Investment Program on 24 January, DTI expressed 
confidence on ASEAN as an economic powerhouse 
with the region being third largest market in the world 
with over 620 million people, the third largest economy 
in Asia, and the seventh largest economy in the world 

The Materia: Coconut setting last Manila FAME October 
2016 housed hexagonal products developed under the 

collaboration of Mañosa & Co. and Philippine-based 
Japanese Designer Wataru Sakuma. The hexagon 

alludes to the shape of the coconut when its husks are 
removed, and to lumber when the outer layers are cut. 

with a combined Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of 
2.3 trillion dollars. It has called on maximizing the 
opportunities and benefits from the ASEAN Economic 
Community (AEC) and reiterated the four pillars of AEC 
as a landscape for the dialogue with ASEAN partners in 
realizing the ASEAN 2025, starting with the 23rd AEM 
Retreat.

AEC’s four pillars are the establishment of a single 
market and production base, a highly competitive 
economic region, a region of equitable economic 
development, and a region fully integrated into the 
global economy.

In the AEC Blueprint for 2025, ASEAN member 
states are pushed to put forward programs, events 
or interventions, such as IFEX Philippines 2017, that 
strategically develops and promotes ASEAN as an 
organic food production bases primed to achieve 
international standards.

The 2025 ASEAN economic roadmap also promotes 
engaging stakeholders on regional integration efforts, 
with emphasis on the sharing of best practices and 
expanding their reach to external markets, and the 
global value chains.

In 2015, IFEX Philippines recorded a 99.17 percent buyer 
satisfaction, and 15,000 trade buyers and visitors. 
During its three-day run, 700 exhibiting companies 
generated US$162 million worth of onsite deals Out of 
its total exhibitors, 123 were foreign companies from 20 
different countries.

For this year’s edition, CITEM is targeting to have 770 
exhibitors ( 135 foreign ) and a total export sales of US$ 
118.61 million. Interested Philippine and international 
exporters and manufacturers are encouraged to 
participate in another exciting edition of the biggest 
food, ingredients, and beverage trade fair in Asia-
Pacific.

IFEX Philippines is organized by the Center for 
International Trade Expositions and Missions (CITEM), 
the export promotion arm of the Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI), with support from the Department 
of Agriculture.

Interested parties may contact Ms. Rowena Mendoza 
at telephone number 831-2336/831-2201 local 257 
or e-mail rmendoza@citem.com.ph, or visit www.
ifexphilippines.com.

DTI-CITEM spotlights a gallery of Asian flavors under 
its International Hall in the IFEX Philippines 2017.
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Philippine 
International Interior and 
Design Exhibition

Brides and Beyond 2017 
Bridal Fair 

Manila FAME 2017

4th Momzilla 
Fair

Korea Trade Fair

 Philippine Outdoor Expo

WorldBex 2017

Muni Market 2017

SMX Convention Center, Mall of Asia 
Complex, Pasay City

Brides and Beyond 2017 Bridal Fair 

World Trade Center, Pasay City

4/F Century City Mall, Makati City

SMX Convention Center, Mall of Asia 
Complex, Pasay City

Circuit Makati, Makati City

World Trade Center, Pasay City

Capitol Commons, Pasig City

SMX Convention Center, Mall of Asia Complex, 
Pasay City

CCP Complex, Pasay City
District Conference (DisCon) 2017Philippine International Entrepreneur

9-11

21-26 mar 31 - apr 1

11-12

1-2

21-23

6-8

21-23

8-9

15-19

tradeshows/exhibits/fair

MARCH 2017

APRIL 2017
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PODCAST

Manilascope Podcast bringing you events and happenings in and around 
Metro Manila.

Hosted by the vibrant and effervescent Louise.

Each Podcast episode covers weekly events featuring weekend highlights, 
concerts of the week, Tradeshows and Expos, Runs of the week,

Movie feature, Interview of the week, and Manilascope News.

You can listen to Manilascope Podcast by going to https://manilascope.
com and click on the radio button on the upper right hand corner.

Podcast episodes can be downloaded too from our app ( red one) available 
in Android and iOs.

So what are you waiting for? Listen to Manilascope Podcast to know more 
about weekly events and happenings in Metro Manila.

PS. If you want your event to be featured in Podcast, shoot us an email to 
podcast@manilascope.com



TEXT

European Food Festival 2017
The European Food Festival Philippines is the country’s 1st European Food Festival 

where the European life style and particularly cuisines and typical dishes from diverse 
European countries will be presented to Philippine consumers.

During the whole month of May, which happens to be the Europe month, gourmets 
and foodies will have the opportunity to discover a wide range of European food and 

drinks across a number of selected European restaurants in Manila. Professional 
chefs will be featuring exclusive multiple-course menus created specifically for the 

European Food Festival.

Food Festival Themes and Objectives:
B2B Food and Beverage Tasting Event

Press Conference and Networking Cocktail
European Food Festival Event Proper

European Lifestyle and Motorshow Ribbon Cutting and Cocktail Evening
European Pavilion at IFEX 2017 

FOR MORE EVENT INFORMATION & THE LATEST PROGRAMME,

VISIT www.epbn.ph/eff2017 or EMAIL EFF2017@epbn.ph
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